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Meet the Team 
 

Welcome to the GPLLM Program at the University of Toronto Faculty of Law! This handbook has been 
produced as a reference tool which we hope will help you navigate your time in the GPLLM, and make 
clear the policies and procedures by which academic matters are administered.  
 

The GPPLM is primarily administered by the team whose contact information you will find below. Your 

most frequent point of contact will be Ann, who handles the numerous operational aspects of the 

program. However, we are all here to assist, and you should feel comfortable in approaching any one of 

us with any questions or concerns you may have.  

 

Assistant Dean, 
Graduate Programs 

Emily Orchard emily.orchard@utoronto.ca 416.978.6702 

GPLLM Co-ordinator Ann Vuletin ann.vuletin@utoronto.ca 416.978.1400 

Assistant Director, 
GPLLM 

Tali H. Golombek tali.golombek@utoronto.ca 416.978.1013 

Assistant Director, 
Recruitment and 
Admissions 

Jabeen Aslam jabeen.aslam@utoronto.ca 416-946-7384 

 

Navigating the GPLLM and the University of Toronto 
 

Program Background and Structure 

The GPLLM was launched in 2011 and is one of a handful of executive-style masters of laws programs in 

North America. It is a one-year, part-time law degree that is open to lawyers and non-lawyers. The 

program provides robust education in both the substance and methodology of law. Classroom discussions 

are dynamic, and the program fosters a culture of inquiry and open exchange.  

In 2018-2019, the GPLLM program had 88 students, 62% of whom were new to law, and 38% entering the 

program having already earned a law degree. GPLLM students come with rich and varied educational and 

work experiences. They attend the program with an average of 11.5 years of work experience, and 62% 

hold at least one graduate degree. In 2019-2020, the GPLLM is set to welcome approximately 120 

students. 

mailto:Emily.orchard@utoronto.ca
mailto:ann.vuletin@utoronto.ca
file://///gavel.law.utoronto.ca/share/GPLLM/Students/Student%20Guide/2019-2020/tali.golombek@utoronto.ca
file://///gavel.law.utoronto.ca/share/GPLLM/Students/Student%20Guide/2019-2020/jabeen.aslam@utoronto.ca
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The GPLLM has four concentrations: Business Law; Innovation, Law and Technology; the Law of 

Leadership; and Canadian Law in a Global Context. Many of the students in the Canadian Law 

concentration are enrolled in the GPLLM in part to satisfy the National Committee on Accreditation (NCA) 

requirements to be admitted to a law society in a Canadian common law jurisdiction.  

Over the course of the academic year, students are required to take 10 courses, five of which must come 

from the concentration in which they are registered. The other five can come from any concentration. 

Classes occur on Friday evenings and all day Saturday, on alternating weeks from September to July. There 

are also a small number of intensive courses that happen over four consecutive days. The GPLLM offers 

intensive course opportunities in September, December, and April. Students must take at least one 

intensive in order to satisfy the requirement of taking 10 courses. Finally, all students are encouraged to 

take a three-day intensive, not-for-credit course in Legal Methods in the first weekend of September.   

On Friday evenings, classes take place from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. with a one hour dinner break at 

6:00p.m. Classes on Saturday run from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., followed by lunch, and then from 2:00 p.m. 

to 6:30 p.m. Classes are held on the first floor (lower level) or second floor (main level) of Jackman Hall, 

which is located at 78 Queen’s Park Crescent. 

Please consult the course syllabi for specific room numbers.  

 

School of Graduate Studies, UTORID, TCard, and ACORN  

Students in the GPLLM are part of the School of Graduate Studies (SGS). There are many SGS services and 
policies of which you should be aware, so please take some time to get acquainted with their website. 
GPLLM staff often get questions about financial aid services offered through SGS, which you can read 
about here, or call 416-978-2839. 
 
Please obtain your TCard and set up your UTORid as soon as you receive admission to the program. Your 
UTORid (with password) is your key to a number of services, including UTmail+, Campus Wireless, ACORN, 
library services, among other services. Please read here for information on how to obtain your first TCard. 
 
ACORN is the student portal in which you can update your personal contact information, view your grades, 
monitor your fees, order transcripts and more. Please note you will not be able to add or drop courses 
directly through ACORN. You will need your UTORid and password to log in to ACORN. 

Wireless Access 

The campus wireless network is available to students, staff and guests, and information on how to connect 
is available here.  

 

Email and Communications 

All of Faculty of Law and University communications will be directed to your utoronto email address.  All 
email sent to this account will be deemed to have been received by you.  Please do not forward e-mail 
from your utoronto account as important messages may get lost in the spam filters established by other 
servers or email providers. 
 

https://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/
https://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/awards-funding/financial-aid-advising/
http://tcard.utoronto.ca/
http://help.ic.utoronto.ca/content/13/62/en/getting-a-utorid.html
https://www.utorid.utoronto.ca/
http://tcard.utoronto.ca/how-to-get-your-first-tcard/
https://www.acorn.utoronto.ca/
https://wireless.utoronto.ca/connect/
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The Faculty’s weekly electronic newsletter, Headnotes, is distributed every Monday morning and contains 
important announcements and messages.  It also lists all events taking place at the law school, including 
workshops, conferences and other events.  You will receive it automatically at your utoronto e-mail 
address.  Regardless of whether your utoronto account is your principle email address, please check it 
regularly to ensure that you do not miss any crucial announcements or deadlines – and to maximize your 
participation in the Faculty experience.  
 

Quercus and the Submission of Written Work 

Quercus is the University of Toronto’s online teaching and learning portal. All syllabi, course descriptions, 
readings and other pertinent course information will be posted on Quercus. Assignments are to be 
uploaded to Quercus as a PDF file, not emailed to GPLLM staff or faculty.  
 

Technology in the Classroom and During Exams 

Most students in the GPLLM use laptop computers during classes. Students may elect to handwrite or 
type their exams.  Those who choose to do the former, will be provided with notebooks in which to writer 
their answers.  All typewritten exams are facilitated by ExamSoft, a software program which enables test 
takers to write their exams in a secure, timed environment, while restricting access to resources saved on 
one’s laptop or online tools and services.  Prior to exams, you will receive email instruction on installing 
Examsoft on your laptop. 
 

Recording Policy 

For a host of pedagogical, privacy and intellectual property reasons, the program does not record (nor 
permit the recording of) classes.  

 

Weather Cancellations 

The Faculty of Law is required to adhere to our class schedule unless the St. George Campus is closed, a 
decision which is made by the University of Toronto Vice-President & Provost and Vice-President, Human 
Resources & Equity.  Any announcements about campus closures will be posted on the University’s 
website.  Please note that such closures are very rare.  We will also do our best to notify students in the 
event that class is cancelled as a result of weather conditions.   
 

Bookstore 

The Faculty of Law bookstore is managed by the University of Toronto Bookstore and is located on the 
lower level of Jackman Hall (Room P125, 78 Queen's Park, Phone: 416-978-6906). Required textbooks for 
courses will be made available at the bookstore. Please note that the bookstore accepts bank debit cards 
and credit cards (MasterCard, Visa, and American Express), T-Cards, WeChatPay and AliPay, but not cash. 
 

Transportation 

There is limited metered parking in the circle between Flavelle House and Falconer Hall, and on Charles 
Street. There are also pay parking lots on Bedford Avenue north of Bloor Street, and beneath the Ontario 

http://toolboxrenewal.utoronto.ca/
https://www.utoronto.ca/
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Institute for Studies in Education building (at Bedford and Prince Arthur).  Finally, there are also for-fee 
lots around campus that you may choose to access, about which you can find more information here. 
 
We encourage you to use public transit where possible. Student discounted travel privileges may be 
available for the GO Transit System. Application forms and further information are available at SGS at 63 
St. George Street. For information about TTC Metropass discounts, please refer to the University of 
Toronto Students’ Union (UTSU) website at www.utsu.ca.  
 

Bora Laskin Law Library 

The Bora Laskin Law Library is located in the Jackman Hall Building.  Among other things, the library 
provides assistance with reference, research and citation questions, and offers a computer help desk, and 
photocopying facilities.  See more about the library’s holdings and services at: 
http://library.law.utoronto.ca/.  The GPLLM curriculum is designed such that students are able largely to 
complete all written assignments based on the materials provided.  However, students who wish to 
conduct additional research may avail themselves of the library facilities throughout the term of the 
program.  
 

Academic English Resources 

Our past experience is that even accomplished students with high TOEFL or IELTS scores often find 
themselves unaccustomed to the format and style of our writing assignments and course papers. The 
University of Toronto School of Continuing Studies offers English courses that are meant to help you gain 
the skills to excel in an academic environment. You can read more about the offerings of the School of 
Continuing Studies here.  
 
The School of Graduate Studies offers academic English language support through the Graduate Centre 
for Academic Communication (GCAC).  There are free, non-credit courses, workshops and individual 
writing consultations to both native and non-native speakers of English. Courses and individual 
consultations are geared specifically to graduate students and provide advanced training in academic 
writing and speaking. You are welcome to register for the courses that best suit your needs, regardless of 
whether English is your first language, and staff at the GCAC can guide you on course selection. 
Information on the course schedule and registration process is available on the GCAC website. Please note 
that courses and workshops do fill up, so please sign up early. 
 
  

http://map.utoronto.ca/access/parking-lots
http://www.utsu.ca/
http://library.law.utoronto.ca/
https://learn.utoronto.ca/english-language-program
http://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/currentstudents/Pages/GCAC.aspx
http://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/currentstudents/Pages/GCAC.aspx
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Your Academic Success 

 

Avoiding Academic Offences  

Scholarship at the Faculty is based on honourable conduct, and deliberate plagiarism and other academic 
offences are taken very seriously. However, it is possible to commit an academic offense inadvertently as 
a result of a lack of understanding of, or familiarity with, the rules.  Unfortunately, even an unintentional 
academic offence can result in serious sanctions, up to and including expulsion.  
 
In order to ensure that you understand the University’s expectations regarding academic conduct, we 
strongly encourage you to read about the University’s approach to academic integrity, which includes the 
Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters (the Code). You can read about ways to maintain academic 
integrity at the University of Toronto here. 
 
The GPLLM program expects all students to complete their written assignments individually, unless 
expressly advised to do otherwise.  

 

Registering for Courses 

During the summer, students will be sent a web-based form by which they can choose their courses. 
Students wishing to change courses should consult the SGS Sessional Dates, which indicates the deadlines 
for adding and dropping courses. If you are within the deadlines indicated by SGS, please email 
ann.vuletin@utoronto.ca to make the changes. If your request falls outside the SGS deadlines, you must 
complete and email the SGS Add/Drop Form to Ann.    
 

Attendance Policy 

Class attendance is an essential element of the educational experience offered by the GPLLM program 
and is mandatory. Students are responsible for signing in to classes and will be counted as absent if they 
fail to do so. Unexcused absences may result in a failed or incomplete course.  
 
Students who will be absent from class for a religious observance must advise the GPLLM Program 
Coordinator (ann.vuletin@utoronto.ca) at least two weeks in advance. Students who must be absent due 
to injury, illness, or for other unavoidable reasons must also notify Ann.  
 

Class participation 

Class participation is distinguished from attendance and reflects the quality (and to some degree) the 
quantity of the student’s contribution and engagement in the class. Faculty are encouraged to provide 
students with a sense of expectations around participation, and participation grades may not exceed 20 
percent of the final grade 
 
 

https://www.academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/
http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/Assets/Governing+Council+Digital+Assets/Policies/PDF/ppjun011995.pdf
https://www.academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/smart-strategies/
https://sgs.calendar.utoronto.ca/sessional-dates
mailto:ann.vuletin@utoronto.ca
http://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/Documents/Add+Drop+Courses.pdf
mailto:ann.vuletin@utoronto.ca
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Grading Scale 

Students in the GPLLM are graded according the School of Graduate Studies’ graduate grading scale.  As 
set out below, it ranges from A+ to B-.  B- is the minimum grade required to pass a course.  There is no 
curve in the graduate program.  Please note that although the scale below provides a numeric 
counterpoint to the letter grades, students will not receive a final numeric grade.  
 
In courses with a Final Exam, students must receive a grade of B- on the exam in order to pass the course.  
 

Graduate Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Numerical Scale 

A+ 90-100% 

A 85-89% 

A- 80-84% 

B+ 77-79% 

B 73-76% 

B- 70-72% 

FZ 0-69% 

 
You can read more about U of T’s grading policies here. 
 
Students who fail to complete the required ten (10) courses will not be able to fulfill the degree 
requirements and will be required to complete an additional course before graduating. Given the GPLLM 
course schedule, students are unlikely to be able to take an additional course in the same academic year, 
and will therefore need to return the following school year and pay additional fees for the term in which 
they register. 

 

Late Penalties 

If a student has not obtained an extension prior to the deadline (see below) and submits an assignment 
late, late penalties will normally apply as follows:  
 

1. For late papers and other written assignments, a deduction of one grade level every four days 
(96 hours), beginning immediately after the deadline (e.g. a paper handed in one minute past the 
deadline time receives a one grade deduction, and the second deduction is applied 96 hours later, 
the third deduction 96 hours after that, and so on). 

2. For late take-home exams and time-constrained assignments, a deduction of one grade level 
every two days (48 hours), beginning immediately after the deadline (e.g. a take-home exam or 
timed assignment is handed in one minute past the deadline time receives one grade deduction, 
and the second deduction is applied 48 hours later, the third deduction 48 hours after that, and 
so on). 
 

For purposes of clarification, a one grade level deduction means a deduction from an A+ to an A, an A to 
an A-, an A- to a B+, a B+ to a B, and a B to a B-. 
 

https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/sites/default/files/import-files/grading8958.pdf
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Once the application of the late penalty moves the assignment below a B-, the undergraduate grading 
scale is referenced to aid in determining the assignment grade. 
 
 

Undergraduate Grading Scale 

Refined Letter Grade Scale Grade Point Value Numerical Scale 

A+ 4.0 90 ‐ 100% 

A 4.0 85 ‐ 89% 

A‐ 3.7 80 ‐ 84% 

B+ 3.3 77 ‐ 79% 

B 3.0 73 ‐ 76% 

B‐ 2.7 70 ‐ 72% 

C+ 2.3 67 ‐ 69% 

C 2.0 63 ‐ 66% 

C‐ 1.7 60 ‐ 62% 

D+ 1.3 57 ‐ 59% 

D 1.0 53 ‐ 56% 

D‐ 0.7 50 ‐ 52% 

F* 

 

 

0.0 0 ‐ 49% 
 

*F = Fail 
 

Extensions 

Students who are unable to submit their written work by the deadline date must request an extension in 
advance of the deadline by submitting a written request to the GPLLM Program Coordinator at 
ann.vuletin@utoronto.ca at least one business day before the date on which the assignment is due.   
 
All requests for an extension will be submitted to, and decided, by the Assistant Dean, Graduate Programs 
in consultation, where needed, with the Associate Dean, Graduate Programs.  Requests for modest 
extensions of time are normally granted without penalty in cases of unpredictable or unavoidable work 
commitments, or serious health challenges supported by contemporaneous documentation (e.g. a 
doctor's note). Please note that requests for extensions should not be directed to instructors. 
 
In the event of a chronic or recurring issue that requires repeated extensions (or for which extensions are 
not an appropriate remedy), students are advised to consult with the Assistant Director of the GPLLM, 
Tali Golombek. In many cases, students in this situation will be advised to contact Accessibility Services, 
which can provide students with various supports and will work with the Faculty of Law to provide more 
extensive accommodations, where appropriate. 
 

ann.vuletin@utoronto.ca%20
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Accessibility Services  

The University of Toronto has a commitment to providing effective accommodations for students with 

disabilities. See the Statement of Commitment Regarding Persons with Disabilities.   

Students with chronic illness and disabilities that require ongoing accommodation are strongly encourage 
to register with Accessibility Services.  When appropriate, students will be assigned a counsellor who will 
work closely with them in developing a set of standard accommodations. Students who are unsure of 
whether they would qualify for an accommodation should nevertheless consult with Accessibility Services, 
which is done in total confidence. 
 
The services provided by Accessibility Services are confidential, and staff will assess needs and identify 
resources that are available to the student. Possible accommodations include being provided with 
additional time for assignments, writing exams at Test and Exam Services, note-taking assistance, and 
more, including access to several technological supports.  Accessibility Services has registration deadlines 
for each semester and their services are often in high demand.  Students who think they may require 
accommodations should reach out to them as soon as possible. More information about registration is 
available here.  
 
Students who are registered with Accessibility Services for exam-related accommodations must submit 
their exam schedule to Accessibility Services well in advance of the final exam period. 
 

Supplemental Exams and Appeals 

It is within the discretion of the Associate Dean to decide on whether a student who fails an exam is 

offered an opportunity to write a supplemental exam. A supplemental exam is a new exam that has been 

specifically prepared for this purpose. If the grade on the supplemental exam exceeds the grade on the 

first exam, the two grades will be averaged for the final mark. All supplemental exams for any given term 

will be written on the same date, which will be indicated on the course calendar. Students who fail a mid-

term exam will not be offered the opportunity to write a supplemental mid-term exam. 

If the supplemental exam is not passed, a student is awarded a final grade of FZ in the course, which 

appears on the transcript permanently. Should this happen, the student will be required to return to the 

law school to complete the degree requirements the following year. Students will not be permitted to 

write more than one supplemental exam in a given course. 

Supplemental exams are intended to provide students with a limited opportunity to demonstrate 

competence in a course in which their exam performance falls slightly below what was required to earn 

the credit. The expectation at the Faculty of Law is that students will succeed in their courses on the first 

attempt.  

Students are permitted to write a maximum of two supplemental exams over the course of their studies. 

Supplemental exams are not intended as a mechanism to enable students who are unable to demonstrate 

competence in multiple courses to complete the program.  

http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/Assets/Governing+Council+Digital+Assets/Policies/PDF/ppnov012004.pdf
https://www.studentlife.utoronto.ca/as
https://ace.utoronto.ca/tes/
https://www.studentlife.utoronto.ca/as/new-registration#node-11056
Meizhang Xing
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If a student is awarded a grade lower than a B- on a paper in which the paper forms the majority of the 
grade for the course (50% or higher), the Associate Dean has discretion to provide the student with an 
opportunity to submit a supplemental paper in a manner to be decided between the student, faculty 
member, and Assistant Director and/or Assistant Dean. 
 

Should a student not accept the final grade awarded on the supplemental exam, they may choose to 

appeal the grade to the Faulty of Law’s Graduate Department Academic Appeal Committee (“GDAAC”). 

The process for submitting an appeal to the GDAAC is provided here. The first step in any appeal is a 

discussion with the instructor (in person or via email). A helpful flow chart outlining the process can be 

found here. Any student contemplating an appeal process should speak with the Assistant Director of the 

GPLLM or the Assistant Dean, Graduate Programs. 

 

Exam Deferral 

Students who require an exam deferral should alert the GPLLM team promptly. In all cases, with the 
exception of religious observances, accommodations require supporting documentation. Students may 
only receive accommodations from the Assistant Dean, Graduate Programs, and should not direct their 
request to the course instructor. 
 
Exams in the GPLLM may be deferred for: 

• illness and significant emergencies;  
• unexpected and unavoidable work-related commitments; 
• religious observances. 
 

Deferral on the grounds of illness, significant emergencies or unexpected or unavoidable work-related 
commitments require supporting documentation.  Students who are unable to attend an exam due to 
illness or other extraordinary circumstances must make all reasonable efforts to notify the Assistant 
Director, GPLLM, or the Assistant Dean, Graduate Programs before the exam is scheduled to begin. 
 
Medical documentation must be written by a physician, surgeon, nurse practitioner, registered 
psychologist, dentist or other medical practitioner. The University of Toronto Verification of Student 
Illness or Injury Form must be completed and must establish that the student was examined and 
diagnosed at the time of illness (not after the fact).  Where there is a death in the family, the required 
documentation is a death certificate, obituary, or funeral program. 
 
Examples of reasons for which exam deferrals will not normally be granted include vacation or social 
plans, common computer problems, and common commuting issues, among other situations.   
 
If an exam falls on a religious holiday, a student may request an exam deferral.  A student will not receive 
a deferral where a religious holiday falls before a scheduled exam or during the exam period without 
directly conflicting with the scheduled exam.  
 

http://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/facultyandstaff/Pages/Graduate-Academic-Appeals.aspx
https://www.law.utoronto.ca/utfl_file/count/media/academic_appeals_flowchart.pdf
http://www.illnessverification.utoronto.ca/document/Verification%20of%20Student%20Illness%20(VOI)%20-%20March%207%202018%20-%20AODA.pdf
http://www.illnessverification.utoronto.ca/document/Verification%20of%20Student%20Illness%20(VOI)%20-%20March%207%202018%20-%20AODA.pdf
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If the exam deferral request is approved by the Assistant Dean, the student is expected to write the exam 
on a date that will be set by the GPLLM. All deferred and supplemental exams will be written on that day, 
which will take place shortly after the regular exam period for that term. Requests to write exams on 
earlier times/dates will not be considered. 
 
 

Leaves of Absence and Withdrawals 

GPLLM students who are considering a leave of absence are encouraged to speak with the Assistant Dean. 
Students who miss more than three weeks of class should ask for a leave of absence. Leaves of absence 
may be granted to students in exceptional circumstances. More information on Leaves of Absence can be 
found here. 
 
Students who are considering withdrawing from the program on either a temporary or permanent basis 
are strongly advised to make an appointment to meet with the Assistant Director of the GPLLM to discuss 
their circumstances. A student who withdraws and who wishes to enroll again must re-apply for 
admission.  
 

GPLLM Alumni Auditing 
 
GPLLM alumni may apply to audit a maximum of two GPLLM courses per academic year following their 
graduation from the program. Only elective courses may be audited, required courses are not open to 
auditors. No more than five slots per course will be open to auditors, and the GPLLM program and 
instructors retain discretion to limit or exclude auditing in any course. Students participating in courses as 
auditors will be provided with access to the course readings, but will not be invited to submit assignments 
or complete any course based assessments and will not be awarded a grade.  Auditors are expected to 
regularly attend class and to be cognizant of the fact that students completing the course for credit have 
priority in classroom discussions. 
 
Alumni will be invited by email to fill in a survey by which they can select their preferred courses. Audit 
requests will depend on demand for the course, and cannot be confirmed until enrolment numbers 
among for-credit students have been finalized. 
 
Current GPLLM students may not audit GPLLM classes or other courses at the Faculty of Law. The only 
exception is with respect to the Spring Intensive course, which current students can audit with the 
permission of the Assistant Dean. 

https://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/policies-guidelines/leave-of-absence-policy/

